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Film School Zlín Summer Animation Workshop 2010

Basic Information:

Workshop Dates: Sunday, 1st August – 15th Sunday, 2010

Location: Film School Zlín, Filmová ul. 174, Zlín 761 79, Czech Republic

Workshop fee: 650 Euro per person (excursions, shared accommodation and weekday lunch included)

Other Details: Number of participants limited to 15.  Minimum age is 18.  All instruction is in English.
What is the Summer Animation Workshop?

Film School Zlín Summer Animation Workshop is an intensive, 2-week program designed to provide English-speaking participants with an introduction to traditional animation techniques, Czech animation history and Czech culture.  Participants DO NOT NEED any prior experience with animation but we do hope that you will possess both the desire to work as part of a creative team and a curiosity to learn about this part of the world.  

What will I learn at the Workshop?

(1) Animation: Participants will have the opportunity to observe and experiment with a number of traditional animation techniques including: 2D hand-drawn, stop motion puppet animation, paper cut-out,   pixillation, working on 35mm film strip, relief animation (sand, paint on glass, plasticine etc.).  Our experienced teachers and technicians will guide participants individually, and as small groups through the complete production process for a short animated project.  We’ll cover everything – brainstorming story ideas, script and storyboard preparation, how to work with animation materials, timing for animation, lighting, editing, sound design and post-production.  At the end of the Workshop, each participant will depart with a completed DVD of his/her work.

(2) Animation History: In addition to hands-on animation experience, participants will acquire basic knowledge of Animation History with a special focus on Czech animation. Short lectures and screenings followed by discussions will guide participants through the major genres of animation history and their most significant films.

(3) Czech Culture: Our Workshop also offers participants the opportunity to learn about contemporary and traditional Czech culture through its series of evening and weekend programs and excursions, which include an informal weekend visit to a cottage in the Moravian countryside where participants get to shoot a short pixillation (animation of people and objects), take part in a sculpting symposium, and discuss and consult their final animation projects. 

Why is the Workshop in Zlín?

The Workshop will be held at Film School Zlín, located at the historic Zlín Film Studios in the eastern part of Czech Republic. Over 2000 films have been made at the Zlín Studios since they opened in 1936.  Famous Czechoslovakian animation film makers Hermína Týrlová and Karel Zeman created many award-winning, short animated films here including Ferda Mravenec (Ferda the Ant, the first ever Czechoslovak puppet animation), Vanoční Sen (Christmas Dream), Vynalez zkazy (The invention of destruction.).  Participants will have the opportunity to create their own animation in these legendary studios. 

Where is Zlín?

Zlínský Kraj (The Zlín Region) is located in the eastern part of the Czech Republic, sharing a border with Slovakia. Almost 600,000 people live in Zlínský Kraj, which retains strong traditions of folk culture as it is situated at the crossroads of three distinctive ethnic areas:  Valašsko (Wallachia), Slovácko and Haná.  The city of Zlín, which spreads out across the Dřevnice River Valley, is the administrative center of the Zlín Region and is home to almost 80,000 people.  The city is perhaps best-known for its remarkable functionalist architecture and as the birthplace of Tomáš Bat’a, founder of the vast Bat’a Shoe Empire.  Visit the Zlínský Kraj website in English @ http://www.zlin.eu/en/page/5.welcome-to-zlin/.

Accomodation & Excursions:  

Accomodation, weekday lunch and excursions are included in the Workshop fee. Accomodation will be organized by the Filmschool Zlín. Students will lodge at one of the local hostels, in shared rooms. Applicants who do not wish to share accomodation are free to organize their own accomodation, or we could suggest alternatives in which case some extra costs will occur, depending on the type of the accomodation you choose. 

Anything else? YES! Letní filmová škola 2010

We have scheduled our Animation Workshop so that participants will have the opportunity to attend Letní filmová  škola (Summer Film School) in the nearby city of Uherské Hradiště (25km) before our Summer Animation Workshop begins. This is a unique, cultural event that has taken place in the Czech Republic every year since 1964.  Part film festival, part music/theatre celebration, part filmmaking workshop, this dynamic event offers screenings of over 200 feature and 250 short films, filmmaking lectures and forums, filmmaking and animation workshops, theatre and music performances and much more.  

Many of our faculty and staff will be attending Letní filmovou školu and we invite all workshop participants to join them! Check out the English-language website of Letní filmová škola at http://www.lfs.cz/index.htm?lang=gbr  and English-language website of Uherské Hradiště at 
What should I do now?

Fill out our REGISTRATION FORM.  See you in Zlín!  Contact workshop@filmovaskola.cz for more information.
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